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Visit our website for news 
and information. 

      The UPNA Spring General     
Meeting will be held Thursday, 
May 21, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Jay N. “Ding” Darling   
Shelter House in  Birdland 
Park.   

     Our first guest speaker will 
be a historian, Archie Cook, 
who will give a presentation the 
origins of Union Park        
Neighborhood including the 
families that first settled here, 
the development of the park 
and more.  He has a lot of          
interesting tidbits and some never before seen       
historic photos.  You won’t want to miss this!  We also 
welcome Sadie Gasparatto from Habitat for Humanity 
who will give us an update on their focus in the Union 
Park area. 

     Other local elected officials have been invited to 
bring us up to date on county, city and neighborhood 
issues.  

      The Ding Darling Shelter in Birdland Park is       
located near Guthrie and Saylor Road at 2100      
Saylor Road. 

Spring General Meeting 

Thursday, May 21, 2026 at 7:00 PM 
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     National Night Out (NNO) will be on the first Tuesday of August in 
2026. We are happy to announce that NNO for the Union Park area will 
once again be hosted by the Union Park United Methodist Church, 2305 
East 12th Street (corner of E 12 and Guthrie Street) in their parking lot on  
August 4th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm.  They 
always do a great job and everyone is   
invited to enjoy food, beverages, fun, 
games and prizes and socializing with 
your neighbors.  Meet city officials and        
representatives from the Des Moines   
Police and Fire Department.  This event 
also doubles as the “Back to School   
Party”. Don’t miss this fun event.  

PORCHFEST 2026: SEPTEMBER 13 - SAVE THE DATE 

Save the Date:  National Night Out August 4, 2026 

PorchFest 2026:  September 13, 2026.  More bands playing on the porches of the 
Union Park area. 

Here are some links you might like: 

Follow on Facebook: PorchFest DSM PorchFest DSM | Facebook 

PorchFest Website: https://www.porchfestdsm.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/PorchFestDSM/
https://www.porchfestdsm.org/
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UPNA       
Meeting Invitation 

  The Union Park            

Neighborhood Association 

holds a Spring and Fall     

General  Meeting.  We also 

have bi-monthly board/

member meetings that are 

held the 2nd Tuesday of odd 

months (Jan., Mar., May, Ju-

ly, Sept. & Nov.) Meetings 

start at 7:00 pm at Grand 

View University in the 

Humphrey Center (“Old 

Main”) on the 2nd floor.  

These are all open meetings 

and any neighborhood       

resident is welcome to attend.  

The more of us that can get 

involved the better, so       

consider this your invitation 

to attend any meeting.  We 

would love to have you come 

whenever you can.             

Everyone’s input is welcome, 

whether you would like to 

help with a special event or 

project or just come to meet 

your neighbors.  UPNA is 

accomplishing more each year 

so the more people that are 

involved the more good we 

can do!  

UPNA       
Membership Dues 

Remember that Annual     

Membership Dues are due the 

first of the year in January.  

Dues are on a calendar basis. 

Dues are $10 for individual 

membership, or $25 if you want 

to be a Supporter and $30 for a 

Business Membership. If you 

have any questions about your 

Dues, please feel free to contact 

Paul Cole—Membership Chair. 

A membership renewal form is 

on the back of this newsletter. 

Bronze Sponsor Award  

Wendel Saunders from Rollin’ Relics Car Club       
presented the 2025 Bronze Sponsor Award to the  
Union Park Neighborhood Association in appreciation 
and deep gratitude for assistance to the 2025 Cruise 
to the Carousel. Because of the relief, the Rollin’   
Relics committee decided to have another Cruise to 
the Carousel in 2026!  Special recognition and thanks 
go to these volunteers for the Union Park           
neighborhood: Amanda Jackson, Michelle DeLong, 
Curtis Jackson, James Riley, Terri Moon, Rachel     
Riley, Meghan Daugherty, Terry Roberts and Jackie 
Cacciatore.  
     The funds raised by the Cruise to the Carousel 
event goes to support the Heritage Carousel and 
keeping Carousel rides for children at 50 cents each. 
The amount raise by the Rollin Relics Car Club will be 
announced at a later date. 
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SCRUB—Spring Cleanup to Reduce Urban Blight 

SCRUB stands for SPRING CLEANUP to REDUCE URBAN BLIGHT.  It is the City's mission to enhance the 
City’s neighborhoods by allowing residents an opportunity to remove yard waste and debris from homes and 
yards to reduce the blighted areas within the City. 
What kind of SCRUB events does the City of Des Moines sponsor? 
MEGA SCRUB:   An event that is hosted by select neighborhoods within their section of the City.  Any      
Des Moines Resident may participate.  
Transfer Station SCRUB:  An alternate drop-off location used for SCRUB events. The Metro Waste Transfer 
Station is located at 4198 Delaware Ave.   
Compost Site SCRUB:   A drop off site designated for yard and tree debris during SCRUB events.  The    
Des Moines Compost Site is located at 1601 Harriett Street.   
SCRUB Event Reminders Free Drop off - Delays Possible 
Proof of Residency is required - Bring a photo id or current utility bill. 
Before each event, please review the SCRUB guidelines. 
MEGA SCRUB events now offer Household Hazardous Waste Disposal.  (MEGA SCRUB sites only) 
SCRUB events are free to Des Moines citizens, therefore you may experience longer wait times based on 
participation. 
Questions - If you have questions about SCRUB events, please call at 515-283-4950. 
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Des Moines City Council 2026 
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UPNA Spring Egg Hunt  -  April 4th, 2026 

Volume 26  Issue 1 

Union Park Neighborhood Association teamed up with the Parks Area Foundation, 
Heritage Carousel, and Captain Roy’s for the Spring Egg Hunt in Union Park on 
April 4th. It was a cool, cloudy day but the turnout was great.  Free carousel rides 
were enjoyed and around 8,000 eggs were hoovered up quickly by the kids. Thanks 
to "The Ed-Ster Bunny" for making an appearance and thank you to all who 
planned, purchased, donated and stuffed the eggs and helped set things up. 
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SAVE THE DATE: Cruise to the Carousel 
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NEIGHBORHOOD FINANCE CORPORATION 
An important update from Neighborhood Finance Corporation (NFC) that can make a meaningful 
impact in the Union Park neighborhood. 
 NFC has increased both our forgivable home repair loan and down payment assistance to $15,000 
for eligible homebuyers in Polk County. These expanded resources are designed to help more  
families access safe, stable housing while also supporting reinvestment in our communities. 
 With these updates, residents may be able to: 
 • Access up to $15,000 in forgivable funds for home repairs or renovations 
• Receive up to $15,000 in down payment assistance for qualifying households 
• Purchase a home and complete needed updates with less upfront cost. 
call our office with any questions. 515-246-0010 
4908 Franklin Avenue  •  Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
NeighborhoodFinance.org• Follow us on Facebook 

https://neighborhoodfinance.org/
http://www.neighborhoodfinance.org/
http://www.neighborhoodfinance.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NeighborhoodFinanceCorporation


Over the past year, we’ve been working alongside residents and partners in Union 
Park to strengthen the neighborhood through targeted home investment,                  
redevelopment, and community-driven initiatives. “The results so far reflect both the 
commitment of homeowners and the growing confidence in the district,” said           
Executive Director Theresa Greenfield. 

To date, we’ve completed 13 homeowner renovation projects, representing a total       
investment of more than $441,000. These projects were made possible through a 
combination of grant support and strong homeowner participation, with residents   
contributing more than $274,000 of that total, demonstrating a meaningful shared    
investment in the neighborhood’s future. 

In addition, we currently have 9 projects in progress, representing another $262,000 in 
active investment. These projects continue to build momentum and signal sustained 
interest in improving housing quality across Union Park. 

One of the most visible milestones has been the full renovation of 2220 E 13th Street. 
This project began in mid-2025 and was completed in early 2026. After listing, the 
home sold within just 72 hours, a strong indicator of market demand and the value of 
high-quality renovation in the area. It’s a clear sign that the work happening here is 
resonating with buyers and helping reposition the neighborhood. 

We’re also advancing our first single-family developer project at 805 E Jefferson      
Avenue, which we expect will further reinforce the neighborhood’s appeal and set a 
strong standard for future development. The home is anticipated to be completed in 
September, just in time for PorchFest. 

At the same time, we’re expanding opportunities for residents to participate directly. 
Our Block Challenge program launched on April 1, and we’re already seeing strong 
interest. This program is designed to support clusters of neighbors who want to invest 
in their homes together, building momentum block by block. 

If you’ve been considering improvements to your home, we’d love to connect. You can 
learn more or get started by visiting www.investdsm.org, emailing                              
info@investdsm.org, or calling 515-221-8410. 

Beyond individual properties, we’ve also been working in partnership with           
neighborhood stakeholders to pursue broader improvements. Recently, we             
collaborated on a Prairie Meadows grant application to enhance the entrance at the 
southeast corner of Union Park, an effort aimed at strengthening neighborhood    
identity and creating a more welcoming gateway. 

All of this work reflects what’s possible when residents, 
partners, and organizations align around a shared vision. 
There’s still more ahead, but the progress so far shows 
that Union Park is building real momentum, together. 
Christopher Civitate 
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Invest DSM in Union Park: Progress, Investment, and What’s Ahead 

http://www.investdsm.org
mailto:info@investdsm.org
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Save the Date: July 4th in Union Park! 

The Spark UP Committee is planning the Annual “Old Fashioned Fourth of July” event in Union Park 
to celebrate the birth of our nation.  This will be a family friendly event with fun and treats for       
everyone.  Please watch for details. 

     Spark UP Committee is made up of volunteers 
in the Union Park neighborhood area who are   
responsible for many of the creative events for 
the Union Park Neighborhood Association which 
foster a sense of community and relationship in 
our neighborhood.  Some of the projects which 
they plan and implement are mentioned in this 
newsletter: 
• Rock-It in the Park (July 4

th
 Celebration) 

• Porchfest DSM (September 13) 
• Thompson Treat (Halloween, October 31) 
• Light UP the Carousel (Christmas at the     

Carousel) (December) 
• The Spring Egg Hunt in Union Park (2026) 
• Progressive Dinner 
Spark UP Committee is always thinking up and planning new projects. If you would 
like to volunteer for this committee, please contact one of the UPNA officers (front 
page of the newsletter) and you will be put in touch with a Spark UP project officer. 

SPARK UP 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Union Park Neighborhood-wide Spring Garage 
Sale May 23, 2026 

The Union Park  

Neighborhood-wide Spring 
Garage Sale traditionally 
has been held on the fourth 
Saturday in May.  This is not 
an organized event so you 
are on your own.  Plan a 
garage sale and put up a 
sign on Saturday May 23

th
.  

Clean up, clear out, and sell 
that stuff!  If you’ve been 
thinking of having a sale, 
why not have it anyway and 
be a part of a larger effort? 

Page 11 Volume 26  Issue 1 

The Heritage Carousel is the anchor 
for many park activities. Open season 
starts May 23, 2026! Currently booking 
rentals for some off-season events as              
well as rentals during the regular open 
riding season. 
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Neighborhood Development 
Corporation, a sponsor of 
Rock-IT In the Park 

Thank you to Parks 
Area Foundation, 
Sponsor of the Egg 
Hunt in Union Park 
and Rock-IT in the 
Park on July 4th. 

Thanks to the Polk County 
Board of Supervisors for the 
Community Development 
Grant! 

Iowa State Bank is a 
sponsor of PorchFest 

DSM 2026 
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Thank You Invest 
DSM for          

sponsoring    
PorchFest DSM 

2026 

Thank You, Capital    
Landscaping, for      

sponsoring PorchFest 
DSM 2026 

Thank You Atlantic 
Bottling Company for 

being a PorchFest 
DSM 2026 sponsor 

Sara Hopkings 
is a PorchFest 
DSM 2026 
sponsor 



Union Park Neighborhood Association 
PO BOX 16113 

Des Moines , IA 50316-9402 

info@unionparkdsm.com 

BECOME A MEMBER 

Name___________________________________ 

Address__________________________________ 

9-digit zip code_____________________________ 

Form is also available on our website at www.unionparkdsm.com 

Phone (optional)___________________ E-mail__________________________________                       
Yearly Dues: Three levels of Membership: $10.00 Family membership, $25 Supporter, $30 Business 

We accept cash, checks or Venmo only 

Please mail to UPNA Treasurer, PO BOX 16113, Des Moines, IA 50316-9402 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call Paul Cole at 263-1885/Colepw2005@gmail.com 

All memberships are due on January 1st of each year. 

If you do not have a printer, that is ok.  Just write your contact information on a piece of paper and 
enclose it with your check or cash and mail to: 

UPNA Treasurer, PO BOX 16113, Des Moines, IA 50316-9402 

Your information is always kept private.  We do not sell or give your information to ANYONE. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD BOUNDARIES: 
The Union Park Neighborhood Association consists of the neigh-
borhood from Hull Avenue on the north, Glenbrook Drive on the 
east, Washington Avenue on the south and the Des Moines River 
and Second Avenue on the west. 

@UPNApayment 

IMPORTANT: If using Venmo, PLEASE fill 
out the membership form as well so we may  

properly credit your membership account 
and mail to: UPNA Treasurer, PO BOX 

16113, Des Moines, IA 50316-9402 

Form revised October 24, 2024 


